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Read Genesis 6:1-8 
 
The placement of this story within The Story is timely and significant.  It is compelling.  In fact, it is 
overwhelming.  There is an expansiveness to it that arrests breathing and captures the mind; the complete blight 
of humanity (v. 5), God’s “regret” and willingness to destroy all living things (vv. 6, 7), the gracious destruction of 
all living things (vv. 13, 17), the gracious preservation of a single seed (7:1), the global nature of the water’s 
destruction (7:22) and the gracious continuation of a promised seed (9:1).  Depending on how one reads this story 
will depend on their understanding of The Story.   
 

A pact is made between “the sons of God and the daughters of men” (vv. 1-3).  It is an unholy alliance.  From this 
alliance come progeny, offspring, the “Nephilim” (v. 4).  The flood will destroy the seed from this devilish union.  
The picture is painted of a penitent Creator whose remorse is captured in anthropomorphic language (vv. 5-7).  
Despite significant downfall and catastrophic calamity, promise is not lost in the presence of one man, Noah (v. 
8).  Herein lays the drama for our story. 
 

The apostle Peter confirms The Story’s veracity in 1 Peter 3. 
 

18 “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, 
having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 19 in which also He went and made 
proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 20 who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept 
waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, 
were brought safely through the water” (1 Pet. 3:18-20). 

 
Likewise the author of Hebrews confirms Peter’s conclusion. 
 

“By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the 
salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness 
which is according to faith” (Heb. 11:7). 

 

From the Scripture it is impossible to doubt its inclusion within Holy Writ.  In reading this narrative, some clarity 
is in order.  First, all of God’s activities are gracious.  He is gracious in stopping humanity from unbridled or 
unchecked expressions of depravity.  What they did apart from God’s intervention is blight-filled.  Destroying all 
flesh upon the earth at the time of the flood was gracious.  It was a gracious expression of His justice.  Second, the 
actual destruction of all flesh through a global flood is the frame enclosing The Story.  The real story is the one 
behind the flood whereby the promised seed of Genesis 3:15 is protected and preserved.  To focus on the frame 
(i.e. the flood) is a distraction from the actual Story.   
 

“Genesis 6 describes a desperate attempt on the part of Satan to attack the godly remnant that is named in chapter 
5. So long as a righteous seed is preserved, God’s promise of salvation hangs over the head of Satan, threatening 
of his impending doom.” (“The Sons of God and the Daughters of Men” [Genesis 6:1-8], Bob Deffinbaugh) 
http://bible.org/seriespage/sons-god-and-daughters-men-genesis-61-8#P905_205308 
 

The Story speaks of humanity’s collective wickedness.  This is a direct assault by the serpent’s seed to bruise the 
heel of the woman.  The devil’s intent is to stop the purpose of God from being fulfilled.  Satan knows what God 
is up to.  He understands The Story.  Our initial paragraph has three movements.  Satan’s initial assault is seen in 
the corruption of the woman’s seed with “strange” flesh.  The second assault against the woman’s seed is found 
in the fall itself.  Humanity’s default is toward evil and not good.  The thoughts and intent of his heart are only 
evil continually.  Apart from God, he has no hope.  In order for the promise to be fulfilled, God would have to 
intervene.  There is no other option than divine intercession.  God’s resolve is to obliterate what He originally 
created and begin again.  The intent of the revelation concerning God’s “remorse/regret” is to enable finite minds 
to grasp the infinite.  The purpose is not to show God’s passion, but rather to show what a precarious hinge the 
promise swings on.  If God were one of human emotion, this is His assessment of the situation.  It is indeed bleak.  
A sovereign God who writes The Story from beginning to end has neither sorrow nor remorse.  What He 
purposes happens and what happens He has willed.  
 



Despite the prevailing despair and apparent hopelessness, there is promise; “But Noah found favor in the eyes of 
the LORD.”  The introduction of Noah is in direct contrast to that of the existing world.  God was displeased with 
them and showed sorrow, yet God was pleased and showed satisfaction with this one man and his family.  In the 
telling of The Story the entire plot rises and falls on this one fragile element, the personal integrity and faith of 
one man and his family. 
 

This is The Story.  It is not the nature of the flood or how extensive it was or how many people died because of it, 
even though each of those are necessary elements and important in their own right.  The Story is about Satan’s 
assault against God’s champion, the One who is to come. 
 

His initial assault is seen in the slaying of Abel by Cain.  This same murderous conduct repeats itself with Lamech 
(Gen. 4:23, 24).  Eve however is hopeful with the birth of Seth, for with him and his line people began to call upon 
the name of the LORD once more (Gen. 6:26).  It is his son Enoch who would walk with God, and then “was not”, 
for God took him (Gen. 5:24).  Here are the competing lines, Satan’s seed versus God’s.  That which is noted in 
Genesis 3:15 strains to be birthed.  Now we arrive at the great chapter of Genesis 6.  The contrast is between the 
“sons of God” and the “daughters of man”.  There is much controversy inside this idea.  I will note the idea in 
passing, but the bigger picture is the assault of the serpent’s seed against that of the woman’s by making the line 
through which the seed would come impure.  The ESV (i.e. English Standard Version) Study Bible provides a 
good summary of the various positions in handling this text.  
 

The motif of multiplying is first introduced by God in 1:28, where it is presented in a very positive light 
and viewed as necessary to fulfill God's plans for the earth. The present passage, however, reveals that 
this God-mandated task leads to increasing wickedness on the earth as the population expands. This 
problem is exacerbated by the coming together of the sons of God and the daughters of man (6:2). The 
identity of both groups is uncertain, and various solutions have been advocated, although none has 
gained universal support. Various scholars have proposed that the “sons of God” are (1) fallen angels (cf. 
Job 1:6; some, however, suggest that this contradicts Mark 12:25, though the reference in Mark is to angels 
in heaven; see also 2 Pet. 2:4–5; Jude 5–6); or (2) tyrannical human judges or kings (in the ungodly line of 
Lamech, possibly demon-possessed); or (3) followers of God among the male descendants of Seth (i.e., the 
godly line of Seth, but who married the ungodly daughters of Cain). Though it would be difficult to 
determine which of these three views may be correct, it is clear that the kind of relationship described 
here involved some form of grievous sexual perversion. Only Noah stands apart from this sin. (See note 
on 1 Pet. 3:19.) 

 

In his second letter Peter comments on this moment. 
 

3 “and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and 
their destruction is not asleep. 4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into 
hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient 
world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood 

upon the world of the ungodly; 6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction 
by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives 
thereafter” (2 Pet. 2:3-6). 

 

Many believe Jude speaks to this same idea in his short letter. 
 

5 “Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, after saving a 
people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And angels who did 
not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under 
darkness for the judgment of the great day, 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, 
since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are 
exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire” (Jude 5-7). 

 

Again, our primary idea cannot begin to unpack completely the “frame” in which our picture sits.  We must focus 
on the picture.  Genesis 6 speaks to the direct and relentless onslaught by the devil against the future seed of the 
woman.  He knows that within this one seed will be found his ultimate demise.  It is this ongoing assault that 
initiates the story unfolding in Genesis 6.  May we glory in the God who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we could possibly ask or think.  

 


